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Our Mission & Vision
OUR MISSION
Textile Exchange inspires and equips

people to accelerate sustainable practices in
the textile value chain. We focus on
minimizing the harmful impacts of the
global textile industry and maximizing its

positive effects.
OUR VISION

We envision a global textile industry that
protects and restores the
environment and enhances lives.

Our Global Team
Our 30+ team members and ambassadors are based in 15 countries around the world.
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2018, by the Numbers

320

+

111

Active member
companies

9

Published
industry reports

60

Companies participating in benchmarking and reporting
on increased usage of preferred fibers. The companies
come from 17 countries and represent a combined
estimated turnover of 1.65 trillion USD.

80+

Fiber challenges
accepted

1

7

Events hosted in
multiple cities
across the globe

Active standards with
6,500 sites certified
around the world

Record-breaking conference with
145 speakers and 800 attendees
from 43 countries!

Driving Industry Transformation
We work closely with our members and leaders across the textile sector to accomplish five
principal goals.
1. Drive an increase in the adoption of preferred

fibers and materials.

2. Increase integrity throughout the value chain via

the adoption of standards and certifications.

3. Enable collective impact and action across the

Commitments

Standards

Benchmarking

Peer Learning

industry.

4. Raise awareness about the positive, meaningful

changes accomplished.

5. Use the Sustainable Development Goals as a

common vocabulary and reporting framework.

By accomplishing these goals, we believe we can catalyze transformative change that will result
in a more sustainable, responsible textile industry.

Microfibers

Three Types of Microplastics

1

Microplastics from deterioration
of plastic objects
Automotive, Personal Care,
Chemical Industry & Clothing
Material: Outdoor Industry Association

2

Microplastics from direct
release of small particles

3

Microplastics from small particles
released from apparel and textiles
when washed (microfibers)
typically less than 5mm long and
fraction of a mm wide

Microfibers: Key Points
All fabrics, synthetic or natural, shed to some degree.
• Not just a “fleece jacket issue”
• Wastewater treatment systems currently capture a
percentage of fibers (estimates vary from 65-99%).
The apparel industry (and apparel textiles) is just one
stakeholder in this issue – others include:
• Industrial textiles (specialist textiles sector)
• Home washing machines (consumers)
• Industrial washing machines (operators)
• Wastewater treatment plants (private and public
sectors)

Microfibers: Challenges
• Lack of data to understand the root of the problem –
sources and causes
• Lack of consistent and in some cases contradictory
data – including variations in methodology
• Current spectrometry technology is limited – difficult
to distinguish between types of fibers (synthetic vs
cellulosic)
• Solutions are not as “easy” as a simple ban (i.e.
microbeads)
• Disparate/disconnected organizations working on the
issue
• Need for industrial alignment to reduce replication
and encourage alignment

Where Are We Now?
More research is needed to better understand the contributions to microplastic pollution from textiles, and effective
options for management and mitigation. Work to date provides some insights, including:
• The need to invest in higher quality garments which appear to shed less in the wash than low-quality products
They are constructed to be more durable so last longer and are kept out of landfill thus reducing secondary
sources of microplastics.
• Use of front-loading washing machines and gentler cycles can result in lower fiber shedding. Washing garments
less often with milder detergents.
• Technology such as improved filters in washing machines along with education of consumers and businesses
on their management can reduce the amount of microfibers entering laundry effluent.
• Wastewater treatment plants filter much of the microfiber load from effluent but the range of effectiveness varies
from 65–92% - more scope for improvements in lower-end facilities.
• There appears to be some evidence that natural fibers biodegrade relatively rapidly and do not accumulate in
the environment in the same way as synthetics such as polyester and nylon. So maximizing the proportion of
natural fiber in global textile products could be an intervention. (note, natural and manmade cellulosic fibers also
shed and there are also potential risks associated with use of dyestuffs and other chemicals on natural fibers).
SIFO (Consumption Research Norway) Microplastic pollution from textiles: A literature review, 2018 (meta study)

The Microfibre Consortium

Founded by the Outdoor Industry, executing within Outdoor, Sport, Fashion and Home

TMC facilitates the development of practical
solutions for the textile industry to minimise
microfibre release to the environment from
textile manufacturing and product life cycle.

microfibreconsortium@biov8tion.com
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Project Work
Work in Progress

Development of an Industry Test
Method (University of Leeds)

The main objectives of the project
is to develop a reproducible
testing method.
Method to be used by equipped
textile test houses and brands to
measure the weight of material
release during the washing of
fabrics.

Virgin vs. Recycled

Understanding Colour

This project will answer the
questions:

This work will answer the
questions:

1. Does recycled raw material
effect microfibre loss at the
product level?

1. What does the effect of the
different colouration methods have
on microfibre loss?

2. Which recycling processes are
less impactful than others, and
what understanding can we apply
to engineering new solutions?

2. Which processes / routes to
product are less impactful than
others and what understanding
can we apply to engineering new
solutions?

microfibreconsortium@biov8tion.com
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About Organic Cotton

Microfibers and Microplastics
There are more and more fibers being
produced and consumed – what is the role of
natural fibers?
The International Union for Conservation of
Nature (IUCN) reports that synthetic textiles
are one of the main sources of microplastic
pollution.
While all fibers create microfibers, a number
of studies are indicating that the natural
fibers are bio-degrading in most water
environments.

Principles of Organic Cotton
Healthy soil,
plants, animals,
humans
=
a healthy planet

Emulating and
sustaining
natural systems

For
generations
to come

Equity, respect
and justice
for people and all living
things

Organic Cotton Production 2016/17

2018 Organic Cotton Market Report
Key Findings

#1

Organic cotton production grows ten percent
globally, reaching 117,525 MT fiber,

#2

Substantial areas of land are in transition to
organic (213,566 hectares in 2016/17).

#3

More and more brands are setting targets and
signing commitments to increase their use of
organic cotton.

#4

Promising developments from organic cotton
initiatives span the globe, from governmentbacked initiatives to industry collaborations.
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Our Signature Market Reports
& Benchmark Program
textileexchange.org/publications/

The Corporate Fiber & Materials Benchmark helps companies systematically measure,
manage and integrate a preferred fiber and materials strategy into mainstream
business operations.

NEW Fiber Calculation Guide

Snapshot of 2018 Participants

─ 111 Companies

17 Countries

US$ 1.65 Trillion Est. Turnover

PROGRAM REVIEW
Where we focused:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

https://textileexchange.org/pfm-benchmark/

Harmonizing with other initiatives

We are proud members of:

Improving data quality
Growing participation
Simplifying and streamlining the survey

Program support:

More focus on Circularity and the Sustainable
Development Goals
Reviewing the definition of “preferred” – deep dive
into “preferred” manmade cellulosic fibers.
Improving company feedback and public reporting
Building a resilient business model
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2019 Annual Conference
Driving Impact through Integrity
and Preferred Fiber and Materials
The 2019 Textile Sustainability Conference offers
opportunities to:
LEARN from industry experts on today’s most pressing
sustainability topics.
CONNECT with a diverse global group of leaders from
across the supply chain.
DISCOVER emerging trends and opportunities in textile
sustainability.
Be part of the COLLECTIVE ACTION with change-makers
from around the world to SHAPE a better tomorrow.

#TextileExchange18
United in Action to Advance the SDGs
SAVE THE DATE
October 15-18, 2019 | Vancouver, British Columbia
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